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made visible,’’ those weren’t just words that 
he wrote; they were words that he lived. 
Part poet, part philosopher, he extracted 
‘‘the secret of the sea from a drop of dew.’’ 
Poetry was the language in which he ex-
plored his soul and taught us about ours. 
And when he spoke of the realm of the 
spirit, his words pressed the veil we cannot 
see, yet cannot see beyond. He drew us 
where we were unused to climb and shared 
what he saw—the promise of a kinder, 
gentler world. 

And as we survey today’s world, we see 
progress towards Gibran’s vision, but we 
also see promise unfulfilled. And we see 
the need to renew Gibran’s message of tol-
erance and compassion for a world too often 
at odds rather than at peace. Perhaps no-
where is this more important than in the 
Middle East, Gibran’s homeland where 
peace still wanders as the region’s prodigal 
son. 

That region gave us a symbol of peace 
in Gibran. It is cruel irony that those lands 
now suffer the strife and hatred and fear. 
Our administration’s efforts are premised 
by those words Bill just quoted, that ‘‘We 
are all children of the same supreme being.’’ 
And that’s why we must strive to turn this 
bitter cycle of demanding an eye for an 
eye into one of offering a hand for a hand. 
We shall continue our efforts to help bring 
peace back home to this vital and historic 
part of the world, so that someday ‘‘its bread 

of affliction’’ may become ‘‘bread cast upon 
the waters.’’ 

Gibran once wrote, ‘‘Love is a word of 
light written by a hand of light upon a page 
of light.’’ The hand is his; and the page, 
our hearts. 

May I say to those who follow on this 
program, I apologize. I would like to be 
a full participant, but we’re scooting off to 
New England on a long-established event. 
But I salute those who are participating in 
the program, ask their forgiveness and 
yours. And thank you very much, because 
it is Barbara and I who are honored by 
what has happened here today, inviting us 
to be participants. 

Thank you very much. 

Note: The President spoke at 8:59 a.m. in 
the Khalil Gibran Memorial Garden. In his 
opening remarks, he referred to William J. 
Baroody, Jr., Chairman of the Board of 
Trustees of the Woodrow Wilson Inter-
national Center for Scholars and president 
of the Khalil Gibran Centennial Foundation; 
Sheryl Ameen, member of the board of direc-
tors of the foundation; Peter S. Tannous and 
Adelaine Abercia, chairman and vice chair-
man of the dedication committee; Ambas-
sador Nassib S. Lahoud of Lebanon; Rep-
resentative Mary Rose Oakar; and enter-
tainers Flip Wilson and Jamie Farr. Fol-
lowing his remarks, the President traveled 
to Boston, MA. 

Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater on the Airlift of Ethiopian 
Jews to Israel 
May 24, 1991 

We are delighted to announce that this 
morning at 7 a.m. Washington time, an 
emergency humanitarian airlift began which 
will transport the 18,000 Ethiopian Jews in 
Addis Ababa to Israel. The operation results 
from an agreement between the Govern-
ments of Israel and Ethiopia. We expect 
the airlift to last 2 days. We have been 
informed that the operation is proceeding 
smoothly. 

We want to express our appreciation to 

Acting President Tesfaye Gebre-Kidan of 
Ethiopia. We understand that the Ethiopian 
decision to allow the Falashas to depart the 
country was taken in response to a letter 
from President Bush on May 22. Our initia-
tive in this humanitarian operation com-
menced with the visit of Senator Rudy 
Boschwitz to Addis Ababa as a special emis-
sary of the President on April 26–27. 

The United States will be hosting a con-
ference in London starting on May 27 to 
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help facilitate an end to the tragic war in 
Ethiopia. We hope at that time to see the 
establishment of a provisional government 
and agreement on a plan for a political tran-
sition leading to peace and democracy. 

Israeli Prime Minister Shamir called 
President Bush at about 11 a.m. aboard Air 
Force One to thank him for the American 
role in release of the Falashas. The Prime 
Minister and the President also discussed 

the Mideast peace process. The Prime Min-
ister expressed his appreciation for Sec-
retary Baker’s efforts in the Mideast and 
said he hoped the peace process will con-
tinue. 

aNote: The statement referred to former Sen-
ator Rudy Boschwitz; Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir of Israel; and Secretary of 
State James A. Baker III. 

Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater on Multilateral Export 
Controls 
May 24, 1991 

Last evening, the United States and six-
teen Western allies agreed in Paris to imple-
ment a new system of export controls for 
dual-use goods and technologies with sig-
nificant military applications. The agree-
ment brings to a close a major review of 
allied East-West export control policy initi-
ated in January 1990, in response to the 
President’s call upon the member states of 
the Coordinating Committee for Multilat-
eral Export Controls (COCOM) to adapt 
their export control regimes to the rapidly 
changing international political and military 
environment. 

For over 40 years, COCOM, comprised 
of NATO members (less Iceland) plus Japan 
and Australia, has maintained a system of 
export controls to keep key technologies 
with both military and civilian uses from 
being used to enhance the military capa-
bility of certain countries. Historically, these 
have included the Soviet Union, former 
members of the Warsaw Pact, the People’s 
Republic of China, and several other coun-
tries. The changes to be implemented by 
COCOM partners demonstrate the contin-
ued relevance of COCOM and its ability 
to adapt quickly to changing world cir-
cumstances. 

The agreement means a 50% reduction 
in existing export controls to a ‘‘Core List’’ 
of militarily strategic technologies and 
goods. That reduction is in addition to a 
33% cut in the list agreed to by COCOM 
in June 1990. The United States and its 

partners concluded that an overhaul of the 
lists was justified, based on a changing stra-
tegic situation and rapid diffusion of some 
technologies that were making the existing 
control lists obsolete. The Core List con-
tains only the most critical goods and tech-
nologies, which are essential in maintaining 
the existing significant gaps between West-
ern and Soviet-based military systems, gaps 
that were demonstrated to be critical to 
our national security in Operation Desert 
Storm. On the other hand, because of the 
broad diffusion of certain technologies, ex-
port controls have been eliminated, for ex-
ample, on most of the computers exported 
from the United States today. COCOM 
member/states also agreed to significant re-
ductions in controls on microprocessors, 
machine tools, aircraft, avionics, and propul-
sion systems. In addition, the United States 
will continue a presumption of approval for 
the export of Core List items to bona fide 
civil end-users for civilian purposes. 

The new agreement continues the trend 
toward reducing controls on items destined 
for Poland, Czechoslovakia, and Hungary, 
reflecting the disintegration of the Warsaw 
Pact and the fact that these three countries 
have entered into strategic trade agree-
ments with Western nations to prevent di-
version of Western-supplied technology to 
the Soviet Union. 

COCOM partners agreed that individual 
countries will continue controling goods 
and technologies dropped from the 
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